[Surgical treatment for pulmonary metastasis from submandibular gland cancer].
We reviewed surgical result of 5 patients with pulmonary metastasis from submandibular gland cancer. Pathological diagnosis was adenoid cystic carcinoma in 2 patients, carcinoma in pleomorphic adenoma in 1, epidermoid carcinoma in 1, and mucoepidermoid tumor in 1. Disease free interval from resection of the primary lesion to diagnosis of pulmonary metastasis was ranging from 7 to 76 months. Lobectomy was performed in 2 patients and partial lung resection in 3. Three patients died of tumor recurrence 12 to 28 months after lung resection and 2 patients with a single metastatic lesion have survived as long as 42 and 150 months after the operation. This study suggests that surgical treatment may be effective for pulmonary metastasis, especially for a single metastatic lesion, from submandibular gland cancer.